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[ Abstract] The phenomenon of differentiation in the application jof international trade
rules, manifested in the disunity in the application of the rules with retbpect to the target of ap-
plication, substantive content, topic area, scope of time liniitation, and geographical boundary,
has been on the rise. Different types of differeftiaiion have been embodied in theltrade agree-
ments of the WTO and EU and in such vegional trade*agreements as USMCA .\ Phis\phenomenon
has been caused by many factors, ineludingsthe rising numbers of participants in various kinds
of economic co-operationsy thelincreasing sensitivity of issues 1yvolved' such co-operations, and
the transition of infernational” economic and trade order.\Rifferentiation in trade rules help push
international coeperation forward and satisfy the specific eeds of certain countries. However, it
could also disrupt the international ecoponjic order and lead to the disintegration of multi-lateral
cooperation. Therefore, states shoulda~uiilize international treaties to manage the phenomenon of
differentiation by legal pacans. fnother words, it is necessary to stipulate differentiated legal
binding force, authorizatran’procedure, transparency and openness, institutional constraints and

assistance, and multilateral requirements in specific ba sic treaties on international cooperation.
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