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[ Abstract] On the beginning of the early modernization of the legal scholarship in the 17th
century, England faced the choice between Roman law scholarship and Common law scholarship.
Sir Edward Coke put forward the modernization proposition of “new corn will grow out of the old
field”, then, on the basis of the Year Book and Tenures, he wrote The Coke’ s Reports and The In-
stitutes of Laws of England. These two works presented rudiments of modernity in several areas,
such as the “concept of legal science”, “branches of law” and “forms of law” , thus marked the
beginning of the process of the early modernization of English legal scholarship. Although these
works had obvious “defects” in their structural arrangement, yet they mainly resulted from the re-
strains. of knowledge structure of common law which centered on the role of the judiciary. As a
matter of fact, Coke’ s works and his c&ntribution had opened “another road” towards moderniza-

tion that was different from the modernization of legal scholarship in continental countries.
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