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[Abstract] This article discusses the attitude changes of the U.S. Supreme Court on ap-
plications of habeas corpus by aliens, with a focus on the most recent cases concerning the alien
detainees in the U.S. Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay. It argues that whether aliens can apply for
a writ of habeas corpus in the United States is an indication of whether they may enjoy basic human
rights there. This is mainly because aliens are vulnerable in the United States with limited knowl-
edge about the legal, political, economic, social and cultural conditions of the country. The study
demonstrates that the U. S. Supreme Court plays a crucial role in safeguarding aliens’ right to ha-

beas corpus.
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(23) Zadvydas v. Davis (99 -7791), 185 F. 3d 279 and 208 F. 3d 815.
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