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[ Abstract] Unilateral withdrawal from international treaties is not rare in modern treaty
practice and has an impact on the multilateral system based on treaties. The withdrawal right is
an extension of state sovereignty. There are certain theoretical, legislative and practical bases
for the right of contracting parties to denounce the treaty in some circumstances, which is con-
ducive to enhancing the flexibility of international treaties. The essence of the restriction on the
withdrawal right is to seek a balance between the flexibility and stability of international trea-
ties. Instead of substantive restraints, withdrawal clauses choose to regulate the exercise of the
right to exit by providing for the waiting time, the notice period, the full explanation and surviv-
al of rights. At the level of domestic law, treaty withdrawal right is also subject to constraints by
executive and legislative competence under the constitutional law. If the constitution provides no
textual guidance on the process of treaty withdrawal, the exercise of this right is usually re-
viewed by the courts. As a responsible great power, China must have a correct understanding of
the reputational consequences of withdrawal, carefully design exit clauses, appropriately invoke

these clauses to quit a treaty, and further elaborate the exit procedure in domestic law.
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