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[ Abstract] “Political-legal unjust cases” are misjudged cases owing to intervention by po-
litical-legal committee within a certain period in contemporary Chinese history. Resulting from
Chinese political and legal systems, this kind of cases reflects clearly the inherent contradictions
existed in the course of building up rule of law in China. Due to their political nature, we need to
expound these unjust cases by putting them back under the particular political background. The
author, taking She Xianglin case and Zhao Zuohai case as an entry point and Huntington’ s politi-
cal modernization theory as an analytical framework, notes that the weakening of authority in the
reshape of authority, functional mix-up in structural disintegration and participation obstacles in
mobilization of rule of law efforts have constituted respectively backgrounds of power, organization
and public opinion, which in turned resulted in “political-legal unjust cases”. When “political-
legal unjust cases” occurred, administration/transformation pressure caused by the weakening of
authority serves as deep-seated cause, public opinion and voice of the people following an exces-
sive mobilization as an intermediary, and further, functional mix-up of political and legal agencies
plays a decisive role. The building up of rule of law has to be promoted within the framework of
construction of political modernization. Analysis of political background of “political-legal unjust

cases” is conducive to a better understanding of issues involving rule of law in China.
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