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[ Abstract] Bicameralism is an important but easily overlooked issue in modern Chinese
constitutional history. The distribution of power between the two houses of the congress is close-
ly related to structural forms in unitary or federal countries; and the antagonism between the two
houses might not only bring about the failure of the congress, but also provide an opportunity for
the expansion of presidential power. It might even lead to the replacement of the parliamentary
system with the presidential system as the form of government. A review of the modern Chinese
history shows that the congress system in modern China had undergone several different stages of
development, including the senate unicameralism after the Xinhai Revolution, the symmetrical
bicameralism between 1912 and 1922, the asymmetric bicameralism under the 1923 Republic of
China Constitution, the Lifayuan unicameralism between 1928 and 1947 and the system of one
and a half house under the 1946 Republic of China Constitution. In general, the modern Chi-
nese framers abandoned the symmetrical bicameralism before the opposition between two houses
of the congress became too serious and, by following a new paradigm of Five-power Constitution
that combines Chinese and western elements, conceived the system of one and a half house simi-
lar to the concept proposed by Bruce Ackerman; essentially, they tried to introduce federal ele-
ments into a unitary country. Objectively speaking, it is a beneficial exploration in modern Chi-

nese history.
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