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[ Abstract] The question of whether the objective of criminal law is to protect legal interests or to up-
hold the effectiveness of norms cannot be discussed in a general way but should be considered against specific
background of time and social environment. The objective of criminal law is relative, and may shift between
the protection of legal interests and upholding of norms. In Chinese society, which is undergoing a drastic
transformation, the vagueness of the relationship of rights, the incomplete norm system and the lack of
citizen’ s awareness of norms have determined that the criminal law should aim at the upholding of norms. To
stabilize norms is the realistic objective of the criminal law. The objective of criminal law may change from the
upholding norms to the protection of legal interests when the relations between various rights have been clari-
fied, the citizens’ consciousness of norms gradually raised, and a high stabilization of sdciety as a whole has

been achieved. The protection of legal interests becomes the ultimate objective of criminal law.
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