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[ Abstract] The German constitutional review system has long been a model of constitu-
tional enforcement followed and to be followed by other countries in the world. The procedure
for abstract review of norms is an objective procedure established to make up for the deficiencies
of the US model of concrete judicial review. It has been founded on the bases of federalism, ju-
dicial review and centralization of judicial review. The procedure was established by the Basic
Law of Germany and concretized by the Law of German Constitutional Court. A close examina-
tion of the preconditions and tests of the procedures, the forms and validities of the decisions,
the special procedures, and the relevant theories and precedents shows that the functions of the
abstract review mechanism are limited. Moreover, the authority of the Court itself might be un-
dermined by the false understanding of a disputed norm in the context of abstractive review with-

out concrete case and the Court might be reduced to a consultancy or a puppet of other organs.
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