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[ Abstract] Entity alteration in the action dependence system is one of the important
basic theoretical issues of civil procedure law, yet few researches have been carried out on this
issue and there are even some misunderstandings or errors about it in China. Entity changes in
the action dependence system can be divided into two main categories; subject change and ob-
ject alteration. With respect to procedural response to subject change, there are many problems
in the current Chinese system, such as unreasonable institutional setup and absence of necessary
procedures ; the concrete form of lawsuit succession resulting from the death of a natural person
should vary from case to case. However, with respect to the merger and division of the legal
person, there are no legal provision on the separation of legal person and the suspension and
succession of lawsuit in continental law countries. With respect to procedural response to object
change, Germany and Japan have adopted two different systems with different orientations: the
privy forever principle and the suit acceding principle. In light of the Chinese theory and prac-
tice, it is reasonable for China to adopt the privy forever principle while at the same time enric-
hing and improving the related institutional framework as well as the form and theory of main
procedure. In a word, both theorists and practitioners in China should carefully study the proce-
dural response to entity alteration in the litigation system from the point of view of both proce-
dural law and substantive law, and further consider how to coordinate and integrate this system

with other related systems.
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