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[ Abstract] The case of Odyssey is of significance to efforts made by Chinese government to
recover Chinese cultural and historical relics lost overseas and to deal with litigations involving
state immunity and property exemption in the US. In Odyssey case, an American district court ap-
plied long arm and constructive jurisdiction in relation to international salvage dispute. However,
as Spain contended that the sunken treasure was taken from a Spanish vessel, the district court of
the case decided that the court lacked jurisdiction based on the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act,
namely, the sunken vessel and the cargo aboard the vessel as well were immune from the court’ s
jurisdiction. As a matter of fact, state immunity has blocked the jurisdiction over action in rem by
American court, and accordingly, the court of the case directly dismissed claim filed by Odyssey
Marine Exploration without hearing the case in a substantive way. If a substantive hearing had
been held, the court should not support the Odyssey’ s claim on property right in rem, and the sal-

vage costs incurred should not be justified, neither.
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