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[ Abstract] Currently the national education and national identity in Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region is faced with a series of challenges, including the conflict between na-
tional identity and local identity, a high moral cultural identity but a low political identity, the
spread of local separatism, and the failure to introduce a national education curriculum in
schools. This article interprets the connotation of “One Country, Two Systems” from the histori-
cal and legal perspectives, demonstrating that its moral cultural foundation are the traditional
Confucian order of civilization and abstract patriotism shared by Hong Kong and the Mainland,
and that its legal foundation are the Chinese Constitution and the Basic Law of Hong Kong—all
them together formed a compound concept of the nation-state. This article suggests that the i-
dentity to be promoted under this nation-state concept should adhere to “One Country, Two Sys-
tems” , which means that it should be more inclusive and diverse on the whole, promoting mutu-
al respect, acceptance, recognition and understanding at the level of political identification. In
view of this situation, national education in Hong Kong should differentiate its role and function
at the level of moral cultural identity and at the level of political identity. The former should be
that of an active promoter and advocate, while the latter should be that of a moderate guide and
coordinator. As to specific measures, this article suggests that they should stick to the funda-
mentals of the Chinese Constitution and the Basic Law of Hong Kong, take into account the his-
tory, current situation and the future of both the Mainland and Hong Kong with a rational and

inclusive attitude, and explore a model of national education suitable for Hong Kong.
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