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[ Abstract] Offsetting is a basic rule of the law of damages aimed at implementing the
principles of complete compensation and prohibition of enrichment and realizing the compensa-
tion function of the law of damages. Because of the diversified sources of benefit, offset should
be decided according to causation and legal evaluation and, therefore, the rule of offsetting can-
not be stipulated as one or some articles of statutory law. From the methodological point of
view, it is necessary to first divide the benefits of the claimants for compensation into different
types-benefit obtained by the payment of the third person, benefit obtained by the victim’s act,
benefit obtained from the damage, and benefit obtained as a result of objective reasons-and then

determine whether these benefit are offset in light of their respective type.
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