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[ Abstract] Joinder of preliminary action refers to bringing several legal claims against dif-
ferent subjects or different objects of action by a claimant based on facts of a same case and the
court hears the case in accordance with the sequence of claims brought by the claimant. The very
characteristics of joinder of preliminary action has determined that it helps save litigation cost,
maintain a unified judgment, promote substantive justice and protect a party’ s right to sue.
Thought subjective joinder of preliminary action runs a risk of violating legal proceedings, yet it
may be remedied through institutional means. Moreover, joinder of preliminary action may also
play a role in avoiding shift of responsibilities between parties concerned and preventing delay of
litigation. During proceedings, when the claim on the first note is justified, the claim on the sec-
ond note shall be barred upon the time the prior judgment enters into effect. When the claim on
the first note is subject to appeal, the action of the claim on the second note remains on the first
trial stage. Court of first instance should hear the claim on the first note and make its decision,
and meanwhile, deal with the claim on the second note on the basis of the trial and decision of the
claim on the first note. During the appeal, when the claim on the first note is supported by court
of first instance while the claim on the second note is pending for judgment, the court may uphold
the decision of first instance while dismiss the appeal if it finds the original decision is correct; or
the court may remand the case for a new trial if the original decision is found to be problematic. In
case the claim on the second note prevails, the party concerned is entitled to lodge an appeal. In
case neither the claim on the first note nor the one on the second note wins the lawsuit, only the

plaintiff has right to appeal.
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