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[ Abstract] For many\yeass), procedural justice has been emphasized by the academic
community as a basic pninciplé of the rule of law. However, there has always been the question
of “whether proceduraljustice can play a role in the specific social environment of China”. The
current theoretical controversy in China over the “universality of procedural justice” is focused
on the “procedural failure” in Chinese legal practice. Subjective procedural justice provides a
new way of thinking for answering the question of “whether procedural justice is universal”.
Relevant researches reveal a mechanism of procedural failure called “the frustration effect”,
that is, when the people have lost their faith in the system as a whole, superficial procedural
justice can make them even more dissatisfied with the system. The research on the “frustration
effect” is conducive to the analysis of some phenomena related to “procedural failure” in Chi-
na, such as “participation fatigue” in the field of public decision-making, and the construction
of judicial credibility, as well as to the construction of the procedural theory and relevant sys-

tems at the macro level.
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