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[ Abstract] The immunity of international organizations has gone through the development
from diplomatic immunity to functional immunity. The doctrine of functional necessity has not been
really established until the birth of the United Nations. Concerning senior officials of international
organizations, immunity means they are immune from jurisdiction of domestic court of a country.
The very purpose of functional immunity conferred to senior officials is to protect and guarantee
their performance of functions and fulfillment of organizational objectives. In many situations, dip-
lomatic immunity is also conferred to some senior officials of international organizations for the ne-
cessity of functional performance. However, even if for those senior officials who enjoy both func-
tional and diplomatic immunities simultaneously, only their official acts are protected by immuni-
ty. IMF and its officials are only granted functional immunity but not diplomatic one, hence, their

private acts are not immune from jurisdiction of domestic court of a country.
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