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[ Abstract] The progress of international climate negotiation from Durban to Paris, espe-
cially the adoption of the Paris Agreement, demonstrates the new developments in the construc-
tion of international climate legal order, such as wider participation by contracting parties, uni-
fied track of negotiation and enhanced dynamism of the distribution of the burden of emission re-
duction. However, the aforementioned progresses can not cover up such dilemmas as the failure
to reach consensus in the construction of the new order, the “democratic failure” in the negotia-
tion process, and the contradiction between the target and the action of emission reduction. In
order to build a new order under which the ambition to reduce emission matches tangible
effects, efforts must be made both to improve the response system and to change the approach.
On the one hand, China needs to give timely systematic responses at the micro-level, including
improving carbon trading market to provide selective incentives to specific participants; introdu-
cing the “majority-to-the-utmost principle” to enhance the procedural efficiency of negotiation ;
setting up a explicit “transitional period” to give developing countries more time to fulfill their
binding commitments of emission reduction; and adopting a dynamic and vigorous standard so as
to make the allocation of the burden of emission reduction more acceptable to all countries. On
the other hand, China should push for the change of approach at the macro-level ; firstly, the fo-
cus of “common but differentiated responsibilities” should be shifted from “common responsi-
bilities” to “differentiated responsibilities” ; secondly, the mode of emission reduction needs to
be transform into one that combines the top-down mode with the bottom-up mode; and thirdly,
the legal order of climate change needs to be transformed into one that combines integration with

diversification.
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