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[ Abstract] By comparing the interpretation of treaty with that of domestic law from the perspectives of
the subject, effect, objective, and method, the author concludes that treaty interpretation has the following
characteristics;: firstly, in terms of the subject and effect, the question of whether an interpretation of a treaty is
authoritative should be answered according to whether the subject has the authority to interpret the treaty, rath-
er than according to the authority and the effect of interpretation as provided in domestic law. An authoritative
interpretation of a treaty is not necessarily binding; secondly, in terms of the object, a treaty,being the object
of interpretation , has both “legislative” and “contractual” natures and this dual nature has a significant influ-
ence on treaty interpretation. And thirdly, in terms of method of interpretation “the subsequent practice” has
been used to interpret treaties as a unique approach. All of above characteristics are determined by the nature

of international law, which is different from that of domestic law.
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