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[ Abstract] The traditional Chinese criminal law had made clear distinction between in-
tentional responsibility and negligent responsibility as early as two thousand years ago whereas
the principle of consequence liability was abandoned by European continental criminal law only
in modern times. The connotation of criminal intention has experienced many changes in Chi-
nese history. As far as the distinction between intention and negligence is concerned, compared
with “the conceptual dualistic thinking mode” of the modern criminal law, the “typological
thinking mode” embodied in the “six categories of homicide” in ancient Chinese criminal codes
has important enlightenment significance in methodology. The problem with the distinction be-
tween intention and negligence should be solved by using “ conceptual thinking” as the basic
method and “typological thinking” as a supplementary method. The intuitive, rather than con-
scious, application by ancient Chinese criminal codes of the “typological thinking mode”,
which is held in high esteem by modern legal scholars, showed the pre-maturity and precocity of
traditional Chinese legal system. China should draw on its own native resources of ancient crimi-

nal codes in the adoption and interpretation of criminal law.
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