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[ Abstract] The proportionality principle, as one of the constitutional principles, plays
an instructional role in the establishment of the limit of self-defense. Self-defense should comply
with the principles of propriety and necessity, but is subjected to only very weak restriction by
the proportionality principle in the narrow sense. In order to reach a rational conclusion based
on the interpretation of constitutionality, the balance of legal interest should not be taken as a
consideration in the determination of limitation on self-defense. The reasons are the following:
firstly, self-defense is not the exercise of state power by private citizens on behalf of the state.
Therefore it is not necessary to strictly apply the proportionality principle in the narrow adminis-
trative law sense; secondly, proportionality principle in the narrow sense does not conform with
the purpose of self-defense, namely the protection of the negative liberty of citizens; thirdly, the
necessity of balance of legal interest comes from the principle of social solidarity, which is not
compatible with self-defense; and finally, compared with the defense right of common citizens,
the defense right of police is subjected to much rigorous limitations, not by the proportionality
principle in the narrow sense, but by the principle of necessity itself, which has higher require-

ment on defenders who have a higher defense capability.
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